

















Recently Wounded Soldiers Introduced to Beit Halochem Tel-Aviv

In an effort to introduce Beit Halochem to the wounded
soldiers at the earliest stages of their rehabilitation, Tel-Aviv's
Beit Halochem hosted a group of 15 recently wounded soldiers
this past January.

They are all hospitalized at Tel-Hashomer's Rehabilitation
Centre and are at various stages of their rehabilitation. Some
came in wheelchairs, some on crutches, some are taking their

The shooting gallery was also a very popular stop on
the tour. They were in awe of the fact that every imaginable
disability can be accommodated and can shoot, even the blind!

At the baskethall court they tried-out the special titanium
wheelchairs which are custom made for the wheelchair bas-
ketball players. Here, too, they listened with great interest
to the explanation given by the coach. It gave them lots of

first steps on their new prosthetic limbs.

We wanted to show them that even at these very first stages
of their rehabilitation, they can already look forward to taking
part in several of these activities. Some of them had a go at
the table tennis room while at the olympic swimming pool
they learnt that BH members would be flying to Beijing in
September to compete in the 2008 Paralympic Games.

encouragement and hope.

Already today there are
some 50 wounded vet-
erans from the Second
Lebanon War participat-
ing in various activities at

Beit Halochem.
At the Shooting Gallery

Expansion and extensive renovation took place at the restaurant. The new restaurant will be opening soon.

The lobby of the southern entrance was completely renovated and included the two entrance halls, the beauty
salon and the sports goods store.

New treatment rooms and a classroom are in the final planning stages to be accommodated for in the base-
ment floor.

Extensive renovations are planned for the showers and locker rooms.

Jerusalem’s Beit Halochem recently upgraded their shooting gallery and all its shooting
posts are now fully electronic. There are 11 spacious shooting posts equipped with state of the
art electronic devices for the convenience of the shooters. Members agree the renovations have
considerably improved their performance.

Shooting Gallery

The Singing Troupe at Jerusalem’s Beit Halochem have been working together for ten years.
The Troupe is comprised of 27 members, amongst them 12 disabled veterans.

This past year they were invited to perform at Jerusalem’s Performing Arts Festival where for
an hour, the troupe performed new arrangements to well known Israeli songs.

The Troupe’s performances create public awareness to the personal stories of the Zahal
Disabled Veterans and their rehabilitation.

Singing Troupe at Jerusalem

The planning stage for the expansion of the North Wing has been completed. It will include the Fitness Hall,
Table Tennis Hall, Billiard Room and the basement. Beit Halochem is now awaiting receipt of construction
permits from the Jerusalem Municipal Authorities so it can begin work on the project. Estimated cost for the

expansion stands at about 3 million USD.
Initial planning has begun for the expansion of the Physiotherapy Hall.

For the past year, a very special kind of activity takes place at Haifa’s Beit Halochem, it is a Hiking/Walking Club for
the Severely Disabled. Once a month, they meet and hike through many of Israel’s beautifully, scenic routes. At the breaks
they take along the way, they enjoy hearing stories from their guide Eran Shenk and they exchange home made goods which
they have made a custom to bring along and share with each other.

Growing Participation at Archery Club

16 aficionados between the ages of 20-70 come 3 times a week to practice archery
at Haifa’s Beit Halochem under the professional guidance of Coaches Miki Goldstein
and Rivka Sindrovsky. Participation in the club grew considerably this past year after
new equipment for beginner archers was purchased. Participants have shown persever-

ance and attendance bhoth at weekly practices and at competitions is high. Archers Practicing at BH Haifa

We are in the process of completing a construction project which included expansion of the showers,
construction of 12 new private treatment booths for severely disabled which include treatment beds.

Plans are now complete for the expansion of the building to include the Fitness Hall and the
Physiotherapy Wing.




Construction of

" ' BEERSHEVA'S BEIT HALOCHEM
is Underway!

In January, 2008 work began on the construction of
Beersheva's Beit Halochem. It is scheduled to be completed

in two years.
The facility will serve thousands of disabled veterans and
their families living in the south of Israel as well as the vic-

tims of the terror onslaught raging these past 7 years in the
city of Sderot and its environs.

Updated construction costs stand at $20 million USD.

We call upon our friends and supporters around the world
to assist us in meeting this most important challenge.




Dear Friends and Supporters,

A mere 60 years ago the State of Israel was born!

At that time the Jewish population was only 600,000, sur-
rounded by five hostile Arab countries that refused to accept
Israel's existence. Sixty years later, some of these coun-
tries along with numerous terror organizations, do not accept
our existence and continue trying to annihilate us.

Since Israel's Independence, we have had to fight day by day
to defend ourselves, paying a dear price of loss of life as
well as thousands of wounded soldiers who are fighting their
own personal battle of rehabilitation. At the same time we
are proud of Israel's enormous achievements in such a short
time in the fields of science, research and development, medi-
cine, economy, agriculture, high tech, industry and culture,
all based on our most important asset - our human resources.
Israel today is a blossoming, vibrant, modern country, the
only democracy in the Middle East.

The personal stories brought to you in this special 'Halochem'
edition bring 6 personal stories from six wars Israel faced
since its establishment (Independence, Six Day, Attrition, Yom
Kippur, First and Second Lebanon Wars) . These stories form
an integral part of the heroic events which have molded and
defined our existence in this country and represent the 50,000
personal stories of our members.

Our commitment and obligation to stand by those who fought to
uphold these achievements, to secure the State of Israel and
the Jewish nation's future, remains our highest priority.

The future of many of these young men and women is in your
hands.

As we celebrate our 60th Independence Anniversary I call upon
you to support our vital work.

Gratefully yours,

'\.\-o\\l\

Ilan Egozi, Col. (Res)
Fund Executive Director

Zahal Disabled Veterans Organization
"™ WWW.ZDVO.ORG






